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TANNERSVILLE CRANBERRY BOG NEWS 
Tannersville Cranberry Bog Preserve  

2010 

2010 Bog Day CelebrationɂOctober 17th  

The Bog Preserve Committee, in cooperation with The Nature Con-
servancy and the Monroe County Environmental Education Center, 
has scheduled an all day event at the Tannersville Cranberry Bog 
on Sunday, October 17, 2010. The day will feature a schedule of 
guided walks onto the boardwalk, as well as to other remote areas 
of the bog. Information on the Bog Preserve and The Nature Con-
servancy will be displayed and light refreshments will be served. 
There is no fee for the walks and pre -registration is required . For 
complete details, call the Environmental Education Center at 570-
629-3061 after July 30, 2010. 
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no doubt that some critter 
has passed by.   

  The scat is left by ani-

mals as a natural way to 

mark their territory and let 
other animals of the same 

species know who lives 

there.  This is particularly 
true of the predator species 

in the bog, including coy-

ote, bobcat, fox, and otter.  
The otter scat at the creek 

platform is a typical 

ñlatrineò site for a family 

of otters that includes two 
adults and young of the 

year.  The scat is easy to 

identify because it contains 
fish scales and lots of cray-

fish parts, which seem to be the favorite food of the bogôs 

otters.  The coyote scat is also easy to identify and can be 
found anywhere along the boardwalk.  It varies in size and 

color, but it is always tapered at the end and usually con-

tains some hair from the prey species the animal was feed-

ing on. 

Continued on Page 3  

   It is rare to have the luck to 
sight an animal during a trip 

into the Tannersville Cran-

berry Bog. However, there is 

year-round evidence that the 
floating boardwalk, which 

allows human visitors to eas-

ily venture into the Bog, is 
also used by four-legged resi-

dents of the Preserve.  

   Video and still cameras 
have been positioned by 

Monroe County Environ-

mental Education Center staff 

at various spots in the Pre-
serve during the last few 

years. This has resulted in 

footage of bear and coyote in 
upland areas, otters cavorting 

on the creek platform, and a bobcat tearing into a deer car-

cass on the boardwalk. You donôt need high-tech equip-
ment to gather evidence of animal activity on the board-

walk. Old animal trails meandering through the sphagnum 

mat are discernable from the boardwalk, but when you 

have to step around a mound of ñscatò (a term used to de-
scribe animal droppings) on the boardwalk, there can be  



The Environmental Education 
Center will offer public walks in 
the bog each Wednesday starting 
on June 9th and running through 
November 3rd. These walks will 
provide a greater opportunity to 
explore the boardwalk throughout 
the year. The walks from June 9th 
to September 1st will begin at 
10am and the walks from Sept. 8th 
to Nov. 3rd will begin at 1pm  and 
will be the same length as the Sun-
day walks.  The meeting  place is 
the Monroe County Environ-
mental Education Center in Bar-
tonsville.   Please wear appro-
priate footwear.    Any group or 
organization that would like to 
schedule a private tour is wel-
come to  call our office at (570) 
629-3061 for more information, 
Mon. - Fri. from 8am to 4:30pm.   

 
Public Programs and 

Highlights of each follows:  

 

Sunday walks begin at 1pm 
and meet at the Bog Parking 
Lot.  

Sunday, May 16th - 
Signs of spring will be 
everywhere as we 
venture  into this 
unique wetland habi-
tat. 

Sunday, June 13th -   June is the 
month for the widest variety of 
flowers blooming in the bog.  Join 
us as we view rose pogonia or-
chids, sheep laurel, cranberries and 
wild calla lillies. 

Sunday, July 11th - This summer 
walk features several unique flow-
ers in bloom  including, swamp  
honeysuckle, great  rhododendron, 
yellow loose-strife & others. 

Sunday, August  8th  - Exploring 
the Bog  in August may provide the 
opportunity to see white-fringed 
orchids in bloom, as well as several 
other unique plants. 

Sunday, September 19th -  An 
end of   summer  walk highlighting 
the last few flowers of the year.  

Friday, September 24th  - Full 
Moon Walk in the Bog.  7:00 - 
10pm. Bring a flashlight. 

Sunday, October  17th   - An-
nual Bog Day - Walks will be of-
fered through out  the day onto 
the boardwalk, as well as into the 
other areas of  the 1,000-acre pre-
serve.  Information on the bog pre-
serve history, the Nature Conser-
vancy and the Monroe County 
Open Space program will be avail-
able.  More information will be 
available in August on the Monroe 
County Conservation District web-
site: mcconservation.org.  

Each year the Monroe 
County Environmental Edu-
cation Center conducts 
walks for the  public and 
tours for organized groups 
into the Tannersville Bog.  
These walks explain the 
bogõs formation, its interest-
ing plant and animal life and 
the role The Nature Conser-
vancy and local Preserve 
Committee play in  its pro-
tection.  

We are pleased to announce 
our  public walks for 2010.  In 
addition to the eight week-
end walks during the year, 
we will offer Wednesday 
morning walks from June 9th 
to Sept.1st, and   Wednesday  
afternoon walks from Sep-
tember 8th - November 3rd .   

Public walks are open to any-
one, while private walks for 
organizations and school 
groups are scheduled on re-
quest.  Each walk lasts ap-
proximately 2 1/2 hours and, 
unless otherwise noted, ex-
plores the floating boardwalk 
and the surrounding area.  
Pre-registration is required 
for all walks.    
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2010 PUBLIC BOG WALK SCHEDULE  

Cost:  $5/per person and $3/
Nature Conservancy or Monroe 
County E.E. Center members 
and children under 12. Please 
wear appropriate footwear.    

Please call our office at (570)
629-3061 for more informa-
tion or to pre -register. P 

Please Note:  Pre -registration is required for all programs offered and is limited.  For more information, or to register, pleas e call the 
Monroe County Environmental Education Center at   570 -629-3061, 8am to 4:30pm, Monday through Friday and 9am to 1pm, some 

Saturdays.  

*Wednesday Walks* 

Bog Access Trails 
The floating boardwalk & sur-
rounding trails are open to 
the public during guided tours 
only.  There are trails open 
for unguided public use on 
part of the Preserve along 
Bog Road.  These trails pro-
vide excellent hiking and 
cross-country skiing opportu-
nities.  The trailheads are lo-
cated along Bog Road near 
Cranberry Creek, approxi-
mately 2 1/2  miles north of  
Tannersville off of Cherry 
Lane Rd.  A bulletin board 
explaining the trails is located 
at  the start of the North-
woods Trail section.  For 
more information or a map, 
please call the Monroe 
County E.E. Center at (570) 
629-3061.  

 

Directions to the Bog Parking 
Lot: From Route 611, at the 
light at the Tannersville Inn 
turn onto Cherry Lane Road.  
The parking area is 1.9 miles on 
your right from Route 611.  Pre
-registration for all public walks 
is required and limited.  

http://www.nature.org/?src=logo


NATURE CONSERVANCY MEMBERSHIP  

Yes!  I want to help preserve Pennsylvaniaõs natural treasures, including the Tannersville Cranberry Bog.   

 If  you contribute $10 or more, youôll also receive The Nature Conservancyôs award-winning magazine with news of conservation   

 throughout the world.  Thank you for your gift!   For more information, call 570-643-7922.  

 Name             

 Address    ___________________________________________________________ 

 City   _______________________________  State   ___________  Zip___________ 

 Phone (H) ________________________ (W) ____________________________  Enclosed is my gift of:  $ _____________ 

 Email:  _________________________________(include to receive information on local conservation progress and special events)  

Please send your check to:  The Nature Conservancy, P.O. Box 55, Long Pond, PA 18334  

APADA201001400 
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The Nature Conservancy  

The Nature Conservancy is an international non-profit organization dedicated to protecting outstanding 
natural areas and habitat for rare plants and wildlife. Since 1951, The Nature Conservancy has protected 
more than 15 million acres of natural lands and waters in the United States and more than 117 million 
ŀŎǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ рΣллл ǊƛǾŜǊ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀƴŎȅΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ 
nearly one million members, including 33,000 Pennsylvanians. 

SCAT! Continued from cover 

   Fox scat is very similar to the coyote but usually is a little 

smaller in size and not as prevalent.  It would be very rare to 

find any bobcat scat on the boardwalk because cats usually 

cover their scat and prefer not to use the boardwalk as a scat 

site.  By far the largest type of scat we see on the boardwalk is 

from black bears. It can vary in all its characteristics depending 

on what the bear is eating.  In the summer during the blue-

berry season, the scat will be blue like the berries; in the fall 

the scat will contain lots of acorn shells from the oak trees on 

the ridges beside the bog.  Once, in very late winter along the 

first part of the boardwalk, we observed a string of young 

skunk cabbage plants �² leaves or the entire plant bitten off to 

the bottom �² and a bit further down, a large pile of very dark 

colored scat over eight inches in diameter.  A sure sign of a 

bear taking advantage of the laxative effect of skunk cabbage 

after a long winter doze.  

   Another source of clear evidence of the presence of animals 

is animal tracks left on the boardwalk by water or mud or as 

an imprint in snow. Winter snows in any outdoor area provide 

a blueprint of the movement of animals. Coyote, bobcat, bear 

and snowshoe hare tracks have been reported on the board-   
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