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2008 Award Recipients

On Friday, March 27, members
and friends of the Monroe County
EE Center assembled at the
Stroudsmoor Country Inn.  They
enjoyed an evening of entertain-
ment, outstanding food, and joined
in celebrating four individuals who
were honored for their accomplish-
ments.

Stanley Becker Scholarship -
This year for the first time at our
dinner, we recognized the recipi-
ent of the Stanley Becker Environ-
mental Resource Scholarship, co-
sponsored by the Becker Family
and Monroe County Conservation
District.  We were pleased to
present this scholarship to Joseph
Weinman from Pleasant Valley
High School. Joe is an avid fly fish-
erman, a member of Trout Unlim-

year.  Numerous teenagers have
experienced the beauty of the Dela-
ware River for the first time by ca-
noe.  We would like to thank Bob
and Brad for their continuing sup-
port.

Volunteer of the Year - We are
pleased to announce that Tom
Gettings of Snydersville is the re-
cipient of the 2008 Volunteer of the
Year Award.  Tom is a retired indus-
trial arts teacher from the Pocono
Mountain School District and was a
very active volunteer with MCEEC
in the past year.  Tom helped us
with special events such as the
seedling and birdseed sales and our
maple sugaring public day.  With
his background and special skills,
he was also able to complete sev-
eral unique woodworking projects
for us.  Tom’s strong work ethic
combined with his ever-present

Left to right:  Brad Sweeney - Service Award, Joseph Weinman - Stanley Becker
Scholarship, Donna Conklin - Conservation Educator, Tom Gettings - Volunteer.

Continued Page 2

ited and an Eagle Scout from Troop
98 who has demonstrated a strong
environmental ethic growing up in
the Saylorsburg area.  Joe will be
attending East Stroudsburg Uni-
versity in the fall majoring in Envi-
ronmental Studies.

Service Award - The EE Center
was very happy to recognize the
continued support of Chamberlain
Canoes with a service award.  For
almost 30 years, we have been for-
tunate to have the canoes for our
annual conservation camp’s Dela-
ware River trip donated by Cham-
berlain Canoes from Minisink Hills.
Starting with Judy and Jim Cham-
berlain and continuing with Bob
and Brad Sweeney, the support of
Chamberlain Canoes has made the
camp a resounding success each
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A biting wind and threatening skies were no match for the warmth
and excitement felt at the May 2 dedication of the Austin T. Blakeslee
Natural Area.  Located along the Tobyhanna Creek, where it intersects
Route 115, this county treasure rivals any of the parcels protected under
the successful county open space program.

Family, friends and colleagues gathered to remember Austin and
his contributions to conservation and the lives of so many.  After the
dedication, our own Roger Spotts led a walk through the natural area.

Austin’s dedication to conservation touched every corner of Mon-
roe County.  To name one of those corners after him was a great way to
recognize that dedication.

Austin T. Blakeslee Natural Area Dedicatedsmile and easy going manner have
proved to be a winning formula as a
volunteer at MCEEC.

Educator of the Year - The 2008
Conservation Educator of the Year
was awarded to Donna Conklin, a
5th Grade teacher at East
Stroudsburg School District’s El-
ementary Center. Donna has over
the years spent countless hours
“weaving” conservation into every-
thing that she teaches.  Through-
out the school year she constantly
challenges her students to re-use
items for their projects, such as
paper bags for book covers, wrap-
ping presents in comic strips from
the newspaper and much more.
She also brainstorms with her stu-
dents at the beginning of each
school year various ways that they,
as a class, can conserve the school’s
resources.  Some examples have
been remembering to turn the
lights off upon leaving their room
and even on sunny days, turning
off the lights and using the natural
light from the sun.

 Her goal long ago was to make
her students, their families and
friends more aware of how much is
wasted and to become more pro-
active in conserving our natural re-
sources.  No doubt her students are
off to a good start in learning about
conservation and becoming better
stewards of the earth!

At the Dinner Donna received a
plaque and a gift membership to
the EE Center.  In addition, she also
received a $250 gift certificate to
the EE Center’s gift shop for sup-
plies for her classroom.  The gift
certificate was generously donated
by the Fossett family including
Jack, JoAnne, Darren and Audrey
in memory of JoAnne’s father Ted
Loney who loved the outdoors.

The Conservation District Board
of Directors and Staff congratu-
lates and thanks all of our award
recipients!

Awards Cont'd from Cover

The Monroe County EE Center is pleased to bring back a weekend
whale watch trip to Cape Cod, September 25 – 27, 2009.   This three day
trip will include stops at the Mystic Connecticut Aquarium, the Cape Cod
National Seashore, Provincetown, and the Wellfleet Massachusetts
Audubon Society Visitors Center.   The highlight of the trip will be a three
and one half hour whale watching cruise on the world famous Dolphin
Fleet where we will search off the coast of Cape Cod for humpback,
finback and minke whales, as well as dolphins, birds and more .

The trip includes round trip motor coach transportation, two nights
lodging at the Radisson Hotel in Hyannis, one dinner, two buffet break-
fasts and admission to the aquarium, the Audubon Visitors Center and
the whale watching cruise.

We leave the EE Center at 7am on Friday and head for Mystic, Conn.
After spending the afternoon in Mystic at the Mystic Aquarium Institute
for Exploration, our trip continues to Hyannis, Mass. for dinner and our
hotel.  On Saturday we will leave the hotel at 8am for a day on Cape Cod,
including stops at the Race Point Visitor Center, a visit to Provincetown,
and our Whale watching cruise on the Dolphin Fleet.  Finally on Sunday
we depart the Hotel at 8am stopping at the Mass. Audubon Society salt
marsh and arriving back in Bartonsville at 7pm.  This is a trip you don’t
want to miss.

Cost: $490/adult/non-member, $470/adult/EE member.  Price break-
downs are available for children under 12, as well as triple and quadruple
occupancy.   For more information and a complete itinerary or to get a
registration packet, please contact the Center at 570-629-3061.  Space is
limited, so please register early.

Members of Austin's family

Whale Watch Trip Scheduled for September
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"TECH" SECTION -  NEWS 'N NOTES
Attent ion Shoppers: Green Product Claims

Often Misleading
— Tony M. Guerrieri, JCC Research Analyst

Just because a product’s label says it’s “green” does not
mean it is.  Ninety-eight percent of the growing number of
self-proclaimed green products on store shelves are guilty of
greenwashing, according to a report by the environmental
marketing firm TerraChoice.  Greenwashing is the act of
misleading consumers regarding the environmental prac-
tices of a company or the environmental benefits of a
product or service.

The report, “The Seven Sins of Greenwashing: Environ-
mental Claims in Consumer Markets”, based on a survey run
from November 2008 to January 2009, focused on children’s
toys, baby products, cosmetics and cleaning products be-
cause these were thought to be the product categories of
greatest concern to consumers and most susceptible to
greenwashing. More than 2,000 products that make envi-
ronmental claims and are sold in big box retail stores in the
United States and Canada were evaluated by TerraChoice.
Researchers recorded product details, claims, supporting
information and manufacturer’s offers of more information
or support.

The good news, according to TerraChoice, is that the
growing availability of green labeled products shows that
consumers are demanding environmentally responsible
choices and that manufacturers are listening.  The bad news
is that very few of these products are rarely as good for the
planet as their labels suggest.  TerraChoice tested the claims
against the best practice guidelines provided by the U.S.
Federal Trade Commission, the Canadian Competition Bu-
reau and the standard for environmental labeling set by the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO 14201).

Of the 2,219 consumer products surveyed, 2,194 (or 98
percent) made illegitimate claims on their labels, and only 25
products came out actually meeting the claims they made.
The survey does not disclose which products it found decep-
tive.  Instead, it cites common ways that manufacturer
claims and product labels can mislead consumers.

The environmental shortcomings were so prevalent that
TerraChoice separated them into seven categories – or the
“Seven Sins of Greenwashing.”  The seven sins of
greenwashing in order of most common to the least com-
mon include:

The Sin of the Hidden Trade-Off: If a product claims to be
green in one sense, but ignores other significant impacts, it’s
the marketer’s sin.  Nearly three quarters (73 percent) of
products evaluated suggest that a product is better merely
because it contains a so-called green ingredient – recycled
paper, for instance – but fail to mention other important

environmental issues, including energy and greenhouse gas
emissions.

The Sin of No Proof: If you can’t prove it with reputable
third-party verification, you can’t claim it, according to
TerraChoice.  Fifty-nine percent of the products’ environ-
mental claims cannot be substantiated by supporting evi-
dence or third-party certification.  One common example is
facial tissue products that claim various percentages of post-
consumer recycled content without providing any support-
ing details.

The Sin of Vagueness: Terms such as “all-natural,” “envi-
ronmentally friendly” and other vague or unregulated de-
scriptors can mislead consumers.  Fifty-six percent of prod-
ucts claimed to be biodegradable or all natural, but that
alone does not mean a product is “eco-friendly,” as many
naturally occurring substances – such as mercury – are haz-
ardous.

The Sin of Worshipping False Labels: Often, a product
has an official-looking seal, but the seal is meaningless
because it is dreamed up by the product marketers them-
selves, without any application of third-party standards.
Twenty-four percent of “green products” fell into this cat-
egory.

The Sin of Irrelevance: If a claim is true, but does not
distinguish the product in any meaningful way, the market-
ers have sinned.  In eight percent of the products, manufac-
turers patted themselves on the back for leaving out hazard-
ous ingredients that were already banned by law (i.e., claim-
ing a product is “CFC-free” - when CFCs are already prohib-
ited by law.)

The Sin of Lesser of Two Evils: Even if a green marketing
claim is true – the cigarette is organic, or the SUV has a
hybrid engine – it fails the TerraChoice test if the claim fails
to recognize the overall harm caused by the product.  The
SUV may get better mileage than others in its class, but still
achieves dismal fuel economy when compared to other
vehicles; the “organic” cigarette still causes lung cancer.
Four percent fell into this category.

The Sin of Fibbing: Some products falsely claim to be
certified by a recognized environmental standard, such as
claiming to be certified organic or Energy Star-certified, but
cannot back up the certification.

TerraChoice, with offices in Philadelphia and Ottawa,
provides a range of environmental marketing, market re-
search and third-party validation services.  To download a
copy of its report, go to www.terrachoice.com and click on
“The Seven Sins of Greenwashing”.

This article was reprinted with the permission of the Joint
Legislative Air and Water Pollution Control and Conserva-
tion Committee (JCC).
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KID'S NICHE: Hmmmmm....Is
That a Hummingbird??

Hummingbird Fast Facts

Have you ever seen a bird that is so small that if you
blink your eyes you missed it?  Did you know that
hummingbirds are the smallest birds in the world and
there is one that spends its summer here in the
Poconos?  The ruby-throated hummingbird, weigh-
ing almost the same as a penny, is one of 340 kinds of
hummingbirds that can be found throughout North,
Central and South America.  We are lucky to have this
small bird here in the Poconos. They are really amaz-
ing!

Where have they been all winter long??  They mi-
grated or flew south in September to live in Central
America, traveling almost 2000 miles to spend their
winter where they could find plenty of food.  Hum-
mingbirds like to eat nectar but they also eat small
insects and spiders!  In winter we don’t have any flow-
ers or insects, which is why they can’t stay here.  They
migrate back to the Poconos in late April when the
insects start to appear and the flowers start to bloom
so there is plenty of food for them.

Hummingbirds have many neat adaptations or
things that help them survive.  Their long beaks are
perfectly designed for getting the nectar out of the
flowers that they collect it from.  In fact, their long
tongue can move in and out of a flower thirteen times
in one second! They are attracted to mostly red flow-
ers.  Their wings don’t have joints in them like other
birds and they can beat them as fast as fifty two times
a second!  Hummingbirds can fly 50 miles per hour,
and they can fly forwards, backwards and even upside
down!  Some other interesting facts about them in-
clude their heart beats 250 times a minute while rest-
ing and 1200 times a minute while eating.  They breathe
250 times a minute and their body temperature is
between 105 and 108 degrees Fahrenheit!

Hummingbirds are one of those cool critters that
are easy to attract to your house. All you need is a
hummingbird feeder and some sugar and water.  There
are many places that you can buy feeders including
the EE Center’s gift shop.  Make sure that the feeder
has some red on it.  Hummingbirds like red flowers
and the red will get their attention.  It’s a great idea to
find a spot next to some natural red flowers around
your house first. Once they find the feeder then you
can move it to a different spot and they will find it.
Have an adult help you prepare food for the humming-
birds.  It should be a combination of sugar (1 part) and

water (3 parts).  You don’t need to add red dye to the
food because the feeder already should have the color
red on it.  It’s okay to make more food than your feeder
can hold and keep it in the refrigerator but not for
more than two weeks.

If you can, place the feeder in a spot
that stays shady during the hottest part of
the day and where you can enjoy watch-
ing the hummingbirds eat.  It’s also a good
idea to hang the feeder in a spot easy to
reach for refilling and cleaning purposes.
It’s important to remember to check it
every few days.  Look for mold and to see
if it needs more food.  When it’s time to

clean it you only need to use hot water.  If there is
mold, vinegar works great to clean it and a bottle
brush is a good thing to use.

Summer is a great time to be outside enjoying the
warm weather.  Hummingbirds are amazing creatures
that are fun to watch.  If you can’t put a hummingbird
feeder at your house you can come visit the EE Center.
We put a feeder up and every year the “hummers”
come back to spend the summer here at Kettle Creek.
Stop by and check them out and if you have any other
questions about hummingbirds call us at 570-629-
3061.

Lifespan:  Average 6 years
Weight:  1/10 of an Ounce
Length:  3 ¾ Inches
Wing Beats in 10 Seconds:  Hummer 700 – Chickadee

270  Pigeon 60 – Great Blue Heron – 20
Wing Beats:  Average 52 per Second
Flight:  Forwards, Backwards, Upside Down
Heart Beats:  Resting – 250 per Minute

          Feeding – 1200 per Minute
Body Temperature:  105 – 108F
Breathes:  250 Times a Minute
Food:  Nectar from Flowers, Small insects and spiders

- They can draw their tongue in and out of a
flower 13 times a second!

Eggs:  Size of a Pea
Feeding:  Babies are fed at least three times an hour!
Migration:  Arrive  in April,  Depart in September
One Way Trip:  1850 miles
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Camp is from Mon., July 27 - Fri., July
31, 2009. It includes activities,  ecosys-
tem explorations and concludes with a
two-day backpacking, one night camp-
ing trip on the Thunder Swamp Trail in
the Delaware State Forest. Cost: $120/
non-member, $105/EE member.  Pre-
registration and payment is required
by Fri., July 10, and is limited.  Refunds
will be given if notification is made at
least one week prior to camp. The fee
includes all program materials, some
meals and camping gear.  Campers
must provide a sleeping bag, backpack
and personal items.

Our Annual Conservation Camp, co-
sponsored by Monroe County Conser-
vation District, Monroe County Fed-
eration of Sportsmen’s Clubs and
funded by the Kettle Creek Environ-
mental Fund, is scheduled for Sat., July
18 -  Sat., July 25.  This week-long
residential program is held at East
Stroudsburg University's Stony Acres
recreational facility in Monroe County
and is designed to provide various out-
door opportunities and environmental
experiences for interested young
people.  Cost includes a $50 application
fee and a $100 camp fee.   Scholarships
are available each year.

From June 23 through August 13,
this program for young children will be
held every Tuesday and Thursday.
Ages 4-6: Tuesday, 10-11am.  Cost: $5/
non-member, $3/EE member. Ages 7-
9: Thursday, 10-11:30am. Cost: $6/non-
member, $4/EE member.

“The Forest, Fields and Me” Day
Camp -   The first session is scheduled
for Mon., July 6 - Fri., July 10.  The
second session is scheduled for Mon.,
Aug. 3 - Fri., Aug. 7.  Both sessions are
for anyone who is interested in learn-
ing more about the environment.  Only
one of the sessions may be attended.
Cost: $90/non-member, $75/EE mem-
ber. Pre-registration and payment is
required and limited and refunds will
be given if notification is made at least
one week prior to camp.

Join us for five fun filled days of
learning and adventure. Adventure

DATE         AGE  TOPIC
JUNE

    Tuesday - 234-6       What’s the Buzz - All about bees.
    Thursday - 257-9       Hooray for Habitats - Learn all about habitats.
    Tuesday - 304-6       Did You Hear That? - Discovering nature sounds.

       JULY
    Thursday - 2 7-9       Walk on the Wild Side - Explore the K. C. “wilderness.”
    Tuesday - 7 4-6       Shake-it Sheets  -  A fun way to look at insects.
    Thursday - 9 7-9       Goodness Snakes! - Snakes are really cool.

Tuesday - 14   4-6        Turtle Trackin’ - What turtles live at Kettle Creek?
Thursday - 16  7-9       Beautiful Bounty - Butterflies at Kettle Creek.
Tuesday  - 21  4-6        Camouflage Critters - Camouflage is important!
Thursday - 23  7-9       Sun Catchers - What’s green and catches the sun?
Tuesday  - 28  4-6       Mammals on the Move - What is a mammal?
Thursday  - 30 7-9       Fashion a Fish - Fish are fantastic!

AUGUST
Tuesday - 4     4-6        Fins, Furs & Feathers - Lots of animals live here.

    Thursday - 6   7-9       What Compost - The wonder of worms.
Tuesday - 11   4-6       Show and Tell - Share things from nature.
Thursday - 13  7-9       Show and Tell - Share things from nature.

 The Center is planning its 11th  2-
day canoe trip on the Delaware River
for Tue. & Wed.,  Aug. 18 - 19, 2009. The
trip covers approx. 20 miles of the river
from Dingman's Ferry to Smithfield
Beach.  We'll float at a leisurely pace
and take time for river interpretation,
swimming, fishing, birdwatching and
more.  We'll camp one night along the
river in a designated campsite where
we will cook over a campfire and ex-
plore the area with a night hike.   In-
cludes canoe rental, 4  meals, river in-
terpretation and a good time!   Cost:
$90/non-member, $80/EE member &
$40/non-paddling children under 12

Every Wed. from June 10 - Septem-
ber 9 from 10am - 12noon we’ll be
leading walks through a very unique
National Natural Landmark - the
Tannersville Cranberry Bog.  Summer
is an excellent time to explore the Bog
and learn about this unique wetland.
Cost: $4/non-members, $2/Nature Con-
servancy or EE members and children
under 12.  Meet at the EE Center.  Pre-
registration is required.

A festival celebrating insects from
10am - 3pm -  Displays, activities, games,
live insects, nature walk, and puppet
shows all day, all about insects! Cost:
$2/person.  Please contact Jenifer for
more information.

Help count butterflies from  9:30am
- 12:30pm. You’ll become part of an
ever - growing group of people who
call themselves citizen scientists; regu-
lar folks who collect data for scientists.
For anyone interested in counting num-
bers and species of butterflies in our
area for the North American Butterfly
Association (NABA). Cost: $5 of which
$3 goes to NABA to fund the nation-
wide count.

Kettle Creek for Kids Topics

Kettle Creek For Kids
(Ages 4 - 6 & 7 - 9)

Environmental Education
Day Camp (Ages 9 - 12)

Summer '09
Programs

Kettle Creek Adventure
Camp (Ages 12 - 14)

Public Bog Walks (Families)

Butterfly Count (Families)

3rd Annual Monroe County
Bug Fest! (Families)

Conservation Camp (Ages
14 - 2009 H. S. Graduate)

Overnight Delaware River
Canoe Trip (Families)
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The “Wild Woodcocks” of Pleas-
ant Valley High School staged a
stunning victory and took home
the coveted “EnviroOwl” traveling
trophy at the 2009 Monroe County
Envirothon by outscoring their op-
ponents by 61 points. Teams from
East Stroudsburg High School
South, Evergreen Community
School, Pleasant Valley High
School and Pocono Mt. East High
School competed in the areas of
soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry and
biodiversity at the 2009
Envirothon.  The Vermilion Fly-
catchers of Pocono Mt. East High
School earned the highest test
score at the soils testing station
and took second place overall. The
Redstarts, also of Pocono Mt. East,
took the third place overall trophy.
The first place winning Woodcocks
of Pleasant Valley received the high
score awards for the aquatics, wild-
life, forestry and biodiversity sta-
tions. The Woodcocks went on to
represent Monroe County at the
State Envirothon and placed 33rd
out of the 66 Counties competing.
Great job Woodcocks!

Students prepare for the
Envirothon by studying Pennsyl-
vania plants, animals, environmen-
tal chemistry and the principles of
environmental health, environ-

teams competed from the Pocono
Mountain School District, East
Stroudsburg School District, and
the Blue Ridge Home School Group.
In what was one of the closest com-
petitions ever in Junior Envirothon
history, the overall first place win-
ners were the Kings of the Jungle
from Swiftwater Intermediate
School (SIS) with a score of 93 out
of a possible 100 points.  Team
members Amanda Fish, Brandon
Garcia, Matt Kaczorowski, and
Jacob Speicher were awarded a first
place trophy and the much cov-
eted “Wise Weasel” traveling tro-
phy which will spend the year at
the winning team’s school.  Right
on the heels of the Kings of the
Jungle were the  Pocono Elemen-
tary Center’s (PEC) Charming Chip-

munks whose 92 points earned
them the second place trophy.

Awards were also given to the
highest scoring team at each of the
four testing stations.  The Charming
Chipmunks from PEC scored high-
est at the Trees and Animals sta-
tions.  Clear Run Intermediate
School’s Dangerous Ducks won at
the Global Warming station, and
the Kings of the Jungle from SIS re-
corded the highest score at the
Ponds station.

On Wednesday, April 29, eigh-
teen teams from Pocono Mountain,
Pleasant Valley, and East
Stroudsburg School Districts gath-

Envirothons

Wild Woodcocks left to right: Samantha Beers (co–captain), Joe Weinman (co-
captain), Cara Kuhenbeaker, , Brandon Boyington,  Lizzy McGinty

High School Envirothon

mental management and environ-
mental policy, knowledge they will
use to inform and im-
prove their communi-
ties.

The PA Game Com-
mission, PA Bureau of
Forestry, PA Fish and
Boat Commission, PA
Department of Environ-
mental Protection,
Natural Resource Con-
servation Service, and
Monroe County Conser-
vation District  along
with volunteer kitchen
help, timekeepers and
score runners all played parts in
making the Envirothon the excel-
lent program that it is.

Junior Envirothons

MCEEC’s Kettle Creek Wildlife
Sanctuary once again hosted the
annual Junior Envirothon on April
28 and 29, 2009.  The Junior
Envirothon is an academic compe-
tition among local students testing
them on their knowledge of the
Pocono environment.  Teams were
tested in four subjects - Animals,
Ponds, Trees, and Global Warming.

The 5th and 6th grade event was
held Tuesday, April 28.  Nineteen

Swiftwater Intermediate School  “Kings of the
Jungle”  Brandon Garcia, Matt Kaczorowski, Jacob
Speicher & Amanda Fish

Continued on page 12
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Continued next page

*Pre-registrat ion is suggested for all programs offered.  For more information, or to
register, please call the Center at 570-629-3061, Monday - Friday 8am to 4:30pm and
on some Saturdays from 9am to 1pm or visit our website www.mcconservation.org.

MONROE COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER PUBLIC PROGRAMS

June
15 - Monday - Holiday - Building Closed

16 - Tuesday - Constellation Program
- Join Astronomer Rich Grebb  for a
starwatch program beginning at 7:30pm
at Skywood Park.  Spring constellations-
Cancer, Leo, and Virgo and early summer
views of Scorpio.  Saturn lies in Leo and will
be easily viewed above the SW horizon.
Meet at Monsignor McHugh Elementary
School in Cresco at 7:30pm for this 2
hour program. Pre-registration is re-
quired by Friday, June 12, 2009.  Cost: $7/
non-members, $5/EE members and chil-
dren under 12.  Dress to be outside and
bring a lawn chair if you desire.   Please call
the office to pre-register. The program will
take place at Skywood Park, a 55-acre prop-
erty owned by Pocono Area Recreation
Commission (PARC) comprised of Barrett
Township, Mount Pocono Borough, and
Paradise Township. This park is a result of
the Monroe County Open Space and Rec-
reation Plan.  PARC is responsible for de-
veloping and maintaining this park.

20 - Saturday - Kurmes Preserve Hike
- Nearly 17,000 acres of land has been pro-
tected as a result of the Monroe County
Open Space Program.  Come out and ex-
plore one of the program’s gems at the
Kurmes Paradise Creek Nature Preserve
with Environmental Educator Brian
Hardiman.  This 2 ½ hour exploration will
begin at 10am and is open to the public.
The program is free of charge and pre-
registration is required.  For more details
please call MCEEC at 570-629-3061.

26 - Friday - Rattlesnake Swamp/
A.T. Hike -  Environmental Educator Brian
Hardiman will lead a series of hikes in the
beautiful Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area - a 70,000 acre natural
jewel found right here in our Pocono back-

yard.  Join Brian on one or all of these
“discovery” hikes (7/13 and 8/21) that will
explore some of DWGNRA’s diverse and
unique habitats. Meet at MCEEC at 8:30am
and return approximately 4pm.  Partici-
pants should pack a lunch and plenty of
water, and need to be physically fit for
hiking distances over rocky, uneven ter-
rain.  This 5 mile round-trip hike skirts the
edge of Rattlesnake Swamp before a short
climb takes us to the Appalachian Trail.
One of Brian’s favorite hikes, this location
is outstanding for its variety of breeding
birds and other wildlife. Cost: $15/non-
member,  $10/EE member.  Pre-registra-
tion and payment is required and lim-
ited. Refunds will be given only if notifi-
cation is made at least one week prior to
the trip.

27 - Saturday - Building Closed

July
3 - Friday - Holiday - Building Closed

4 - Saturday - Building Closed

11- Saturday - 3rd Annual Bug Fest -
Please see page 5 for more information.

12 - Sunday - Public Bog Walk - This
summer walk features several unique flow-
ers in bloom including, swamp  honey-
suckle, great  rhododendron, yellow loos-
estrife & others. Join an Environmental
Educator  as we explore the bog.  Meet at
the Bog parking lot by 1pm.  Directions:
Route 611, at the light at the Tannersville
Inn turn onto Cherry Lane Road.  The park-
ing lot is 1.9 miles on your right from Route
611.   Pre-registration  is required.  Cost:
$4/non-member, $2/EE and Nature Con-
servancy member and children under 12.

13 - Monday - Route 209 Bluffs Hike
- Located just north of  Bushkill, this 4 mile

round-trip hike ascends the bluffs from
Route 209 via an old woods road.  Prickly
pear cactus and fence lizards are two of our
target species on this exploration.    Pre-
registration and payment is required and
limited.    Refunds will be given only if
notification is made at least one week
prior to the trip.  Full description see
6/26.

17 - Friday - Butterfly Count - Please
see page 5 for more information.

18 - Saturday - Art Reception -  Nancy
Hopping - This receptions is free and open
to the public from 11am - 1pm.  Please see
page 14  for more information.

25 - Saturday - Building Closed

August
1 - Saturday - Building Closed

8 - Saturday - Shorebirds in the
Poconos - Surely there aren’t shorebirds in
the Poconos, are there? Join Environmen-
tal Educator, Darryl Speicher, at 10am, as
he shares with everyone the shorebirds
that can be found in the Poconos. In fact
there are plovers and sandpipers, wading
birds and even gulls. As part of this illus-
trated lecture Darryl will talk about where
to go to see shorebirds in the Poconos and
the best equipment to use. Cost: $5/non-
member, $3/EE member and children un-
der 12.

9 - Sunday - Public Bog Walk -  Explor-
ing the Bog in August may provide the
opportunity to see white-fringed orchids
in bloom, as well as several other unique
plants.  Join  an Environmental Educator  as
we explore the bog.  Meet at the Bog park-
ing lot by 1pm.  Directions:  Route 611, at
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*Pre-registrat ion is suggested for all programs offered.  For more information, or to
register, please call the Center at 570-629-3061, Monday - Friday 8am to 4:30pm and
on some Saturdays from 9am to 1pm or visit our website www.mcconservation.org.

MONROE COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER PUBLIC PROGRAMS

the light at the Tannersville Inn turn onto
Cherry Lane Road.  The parking lot is 1.9
miles on your right from Route 611.   Pre-
registration is required.  Cost: $4/non-
member, $2/EE and Nature Conservancy
member and children under 12.

11 - Tuesday - Constellation Program
- Join Astronomer Rich Grebb  for a
starwatch program beginning at 8pm at
Skywood Park.  Join us for an intimate look
at the night sky.  Also of interest during the
Persied Meteor Showers are nebulae and
star clusters such as M13 in Hercules, the
Andromeda Galaxy, and much more. 
Meet at Monsignor McHugh Elementary
School in Cresco at 7:30pm for this 2
hour program. Pre-registration is re-
quired by Monday, August 10, 2009.  Cost:
$7/non-members, $5/EE members and chil-
dren under 12.  Dress to be outside and
bring a lawn chair if you desire. Rain date is
scheduled for Thursday, August 13, 2009.
Please call the office to pre-register. The
program will take place at Skywood Park, a
55-acre property owned by Pocono Area
Recreation Commission (PARC) comprised
of Barrett Township, Mount Pocono Bor-
ough, and Paradise Township. This park is
a result of the Monroe County Open Space
and Recreation Plan.  PARC is responsible
for developing and maintaining this park.

15 - Saturday - Building Closed

18/19 - Tuesday/Wednesday - Family
Canoe Trip -  Please see page 5 for more
information.

21 - Friday - Hemlock Pond Hike -
Tucked away on top of the Kittatinny Ridge
amidst a hemlock forest, one can almost
imagine being in New England or Canada
while sitting on the shores of this isolated
pond.  This 4 mile round-trip hike includes

a leisurely lunch stop at Hemlock Pond.
Pre-registration and payment is required
and limited.    Refunds will be given only
if notification is made at least one week
prior to the trip.  Full description see
6/26.

22 - Saturday - Pond Peeking - Join
Environmental Educator Karen N. Boyle at
10am for a peek into the Kettle Creek pond.
Learn about  all of the interesting and im-
portant plants and animals that make the
pond an amazing habitat.  Great activity for
families.  Cost:  $5/non-members, $3/EE
Center members and children under 12.
Pre-registration required by Friday, Au-
gust 21.  Dress appropriately for pond
exploration!

29 - Saturday - Building Closed

September
4 - Friday - Public Bog Walk - .   Join  an

Environmental Educator for a  full moon in
the Bog from 8 - 10:30pm .  Meet at the Bog
parking lot by 1pm.  Directions:  Route 611,
at the light at the Tannersville Inn turn onto
Cherry Lane Road.  The parking lot is 1.9
miles on your right from Route 611.   Pre-
registration is required.  Cost: $4/non-
member, $2/EE and Nature Conservancy
member and children under 12.

5 - Saturday - Building Closed

7 - Monday - Holiday - Building Closed

12 - Saturday - Art Opening - Nancy
Pitcher - These receptions are free and
open to the public from 11am - 1pm.   Please
see page 14 for more information.

12 - Saturday - Into the Woods - Learn
how to enjoy the woods without the worry.
Join Environmental Educator Jenifer

Rituper from 9:30 - 10:30am for this pro-
gram.  Parents who are reluctant to allow
their children into the woods will learn what
to worry about and what not to. Dangerous
plants and animals will be discussed as well
as what to do if you become lost. The entire
program will be indoors. Cost: $5/non-
members, $3/EE members and children
under 12.  Pre-registration is required by
Friday, September 11.

19 - Saturday - Building Closed

20 - Sunday - Public Bog Walk - An
end of   summer  walk highlighting the last
few flowers of the year.   Join  an Environ-
mental Educator  as we explore the bog.
Meet at the Bog parking lot by 1pm.  Direc-
tions:  Route 611, at the light at the
Tannersville Inn turn onto Cherry Lane
Road.  The parking lot is 1.9 miles on your
right from Route 611.   Pre-registration  is
required.  Cost: $4/non-member, $2/EE
and Nature Conservancy member and chil-
dren under 12.

25 - 27 - Friday - Sunday - Whale
Watch Trip to Cape Cod - please see page
2 for more information.

26 - Saturday - Building Open.

October
2/3- Friday/Saturday - The Great

Monroe County Snipe Hunt -please see
page 13 for more information.

August Cont'd
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  MONROE COUNTY'S "WATER WAYS"

There is no better way for a child to learn about
water than through interactive lessons conducted by
the people in our community who work and volunteer
their time for water quality on a daily basis.  On May 21,
knowledgeable and passionate professionals and vol-
unteers came together for the third annual
WaterWaze festival to teach our youth about the im-
portance of water protection and conservation.

Held at the Coolbaugh Township Municipal Park,
WaterWaze was offered to all 6th grade classes at
Clear Run Intermediate School.  This educational event
was coordinated by the Monroe County Watershed
Alliance (MCWA) and funded by PPL Corporation in
celebration of Watershed Awareness Month.  Approxi-
mately 500 sixth graders participated, learning about
watersheds, wetlands, groundwater, stream life, etc.
during their visit.

A total of 12 presentations were offered to the 24
classes attending over two sessions.  The following is
a list of topics and their corresponding presenters:

1) Enviroscape model – Peter Wulfhorst, Penn
State Cooperative Extension

Enviroscape model – Candy Fithian, Arrow-
head Lake Community Association

2) Groundwater flow model – Joe Judge & John
Zachmann, RSVP

3) Stream Table – DeNise Cooke-Bauer, National
Park Service

4) H2Olympics – Northampton Community
College’s Dr. John Leiser’s biology students

5) Macroinvertebrates – Carl Meyer, Monroe
County Conservation District

Macroinvertebrates – Don Baylor, Trout Un-
limited & Brodhead Watershed Association

6) Wetlands – Jason Smith, Hanover Engineering
Associates, Inc.

Wetlands – Victor Motts, Monroe County Con-
servation District

7) Water Treatment – Michael Reisenwitz,
Brodhead Creek Regional Authority

8) Enviroscape model – Colette Flory, ESU Edu-
cation student

Enviroscape model – Elaine Yampolsky, ESU
Education student

9) Water Conservation – Ryan Koch, Pocono
Northeast RC&D

10) Water Jeopardy – Holly Cadwallader, Shawnee
Preservation Society

11) Stream Study – Darryl Speicher, Monroe
County Conservation District

Stream Study – Amy Albert, the Brodhead
Watershed Association

12) Go Fish – Beth Sheckler, PA Fish and Boat
Commission volunteer

Each of the 12 presentations engaged the students
in activities which addressed the PA Academic Stan-
dards for Environment and Ecology.  Teacher feed-
back indicates that WaterWaze 2009 was education-
ally valuable and relevant to the school’s curriculum.
The WaterWaze planning committee greatly appre-
ciates each presenter, volunteer, PPL, and the
Coolbaugh Township Supervisors for donating their
time, talents, or funds which resulted in another suc-
cessful WaterWaze.

Don Baylor of Trout Unlimited and the Brodhead Watershed
Association shares his knowledge of macroinvertabrates and
their intricate body features that help them adapt to life in the
stream.

2009



10      Conservation Through Education           Summer 2009

ods of low rainfall).  The study generated two models,
the hydrology model and the groundwater flow model.

The EPA hydrology model predicted stream flow
characteristics in the Pocono Creek watershed for
both hindcast (all land forested) and forecast (all land
impervious or built out to the maximum extent al-
lowed by zoning) scenarios. These predictions were
compared to known streamflow and land use data
from 2000. When comparing the hindcast to the year
2000, stream flow characteristics changed less than
9%, mostly in the Stroudsburg sub-basin at the down-
stream end of the watershed. At build-out, however,
this model predicted a 31% decrease in the baseflow
of Pocono Creek.

The USGS groundwater flow model determined
that groundwater contributes 52% of the Pocono
Creek’s annual flow. Of the 29 recharge areas identi-
fied, 26 are expected to see a decrease in groundwater
recharge at build-out. Data from actual well pump
tests was combined with data from hypothetical wells
placed in the Scot Run and Cranberry Creek
subwatersheds to predict the following effects of
groundwater withdrawals on baseflow:

· Groundwater wells located close to a stream will
directly affect that stream’s baseflow

· Groundwater wells located near a drainage divide
can affect the adjacent watershed’s baseflow

High flows generated by increased runoff from im-
pervious surfaces and low flows generated by de-
creased groundwater recharge are predicted to hap-
pen more often and for shorter periods at build-out,
resulting in a “flashier” stream flow as seen in urban-
ized watersheds. In addition, high flows are expected
to increase and low flows to decrease. While a creek in
an undisturbed watershed has a variable flow regime,
it still supplies trout with sufficient flows at critical
times in their life cycle. The study determined the
range of stream flows needed to sustain healthy, re-
producing trout populations. In nearly all of the 37

“Water We Going to Do?”
Workshop in Review

The “Water We Going to Do?” Workshop, held on
March 26, 2009 at the Shawnee Inn, had a goal of
gathering local leaders and agency representatives to
share the results of a lengthy study of the Pocono
Creek watershed and to brainstorm methods for col-
lectively addressing the potential impacts to water
resources outlined in the study.

The study, titled “Framework for Sustainable Wa-
tershed Management of the Pocono Creek,” was con-
ducted by EPA, US Geological Survey (USGS), and PA
Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) scientists who gen-
erated models to predict the effects of future develop-
ment on the Pocono Creek watershed. It began in
2004 when the Delaware River Basin Commission re-
ceived a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
grant to supplement and continue their work on the
Pocono Creek Watershed Pilot Project. The new study
was supported by three “pillars”: technical/science,
community outreach/education, and planning/imple-
mentation.  In 2008, available technical study results
were shared with community members through the
“Trout Trails and Tales” educational component of
the project. This workshop was the first step toward
planning for and implementing development strate-
gies which address the study results.

Study Findings

Impervious surfaces, such as streets, driveways,
parking lots, and roofs, not only deliver pollutants to
our streams, but they also affect both water quality
and baseflow (that portion of the streamflow that
comes from groundwater and is observed during peri-
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sub-watersheds studied, the range, and consequently
the trout, was violated.

The following variables, which were beyond the
scope of the study, could increase or decrease the
impacts predicted by the study:

· the implementation of existing stormwater ordi-
nances and Best Management Practices (BMPs)

· the impacts of water imports or exports by pro-
posed or future central water and sewer service

· the impacts of water imports or exports by
Marcellus Shale natural gas development

These variables were not considered because this
was a demonstration project, which needed to be
transferrable to other watersheds and counties. The
magnitude of the predicted impacts of future devel-
opment alone warrants the need to change zoning
and/or development strategies.

Strategies for Developing Projected Outcomes

During this session of the workshop, EPA consult-
ant Harrison Rue of ICF International introduced the
concept of green infrastructure as a method of miti-
gating the projected impacts to the Pocono Creek and
its tributaries. Because Pocono Creek, Interstate 80,
and Route 611 act as the “spine” of this watershed,
opportunities exist for instituting alternative meth-
ods of development along the Route 611 corridor.  Mr.
Rue described how hubs, self-sufficient areas where
people could live, work, shop, and entertain in close
proximity, separated by connected corridors increase
property values, reduce municipal costs, and allow for
protection of natural resources such as the Pocono
Creek and its watershed. The effect of transportation
choices on water quality was discussed, stressing the
importance of transit-oriented development and plan-
ning across jurisdictions.  Mr. Rue also emphasized the
importance of grey-field re-development, building up
instead of out, and mixing residential and commercial
uses in walk-able communities.

Response Panel Session

The workshop participants were given an opportu-
nity to respond to the study results during this session.
Panelists included members of the study’s technical
and planning teams. Many questions were asked re-
garding how we, as a community, are going to imple-
ment some of the suggested alternatives for future
growth while sustaining water resources. These ques-
tions, best answered by those in different sectors of
Monroe County’s leadership community, were added
to six questions to be answered by representatives of
each sector as they convened during the breakout
session.

Breakout Sessions

Each of the three groups (1. natural resources/plan-
ning, 2. legal/political, 3. economic development/wa-
ter infrastructure/permitting-technology) was given
the same six questions to discuss:

1. What does it mean when we say that we want
to balance growth and resource protection?

2. What do the results of this study mean to you?
And, how should they be used?

3. How can we implement watershed science
through the permitting process?

4. How can funding become a vehicle for better
design?

5. What legal instruments can be utilized to drive
development toward conservation?

6. What opportunities exist to utilize public/pri-
vate partnerships as a vehicle for incentive-based
watershed protection?

Water We Going to Do? Concluding Session

The workshop closed with a session which brought
together the results of the discussions in each of the
three breakout groups, and overlapping responses or
suggestions were noted.  The common themes iden-
tified in all three sectors of the leadership community
involved the need for regionalization, which has the
potential to result in more consistent regulations, and
funding. The development of public and private part-
nerships to allow for sharing of revenue and resources
was noted as a priority. Funding opportunities would
include incentives for stormwater retrofits, possibly
tax incentives.

Two of the three groups felt that the development
of a stormwater/watershed authority would help pro-
vide funding for facilities and improved planning and
decision-making and that the development of a re-
gional executive committee would provide a forum
for all key stakeholders – citizens, businesses, etc.
Additional ideas included the need for science-based
decisions, technical assistance to municipalities in
developing and implementing management strate-
gies, and continual communication amongst the sec-
tors of the leadership community. The Conservation
District has since met with the workshop planning
committee, which is charged with developing an ex-
ecutive committee to oversee the implementation of
strategies for balancing growth and the protection of
water resources.

For more information on this project, visit
www.mcconservation.org  -  Resource Conservation  -
Monroe Co. Watersheds - Trout Trails and Tales icon.
Or, visit www.trouttrails.org
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ered at Kettle Creek for the 7th and
8th grade competition.  In a spir-
ited battle, Swiftwater Intermedi-
ate School’s (SIS) Mulling Mon-
gooses edged out Pleasant Valley
Intermediate School’s Cryptic Cat-
tails for the first place trophy and
the “Scarlet Tanager” traveling
trophy.  Team members from the

Envirothons Cont'd from page 6

“Mulling Mongooses” - Swiftwater
Intermediate School Daniel Shaykevich,
Zachary Johnson-Medland, Kyle Gray

Birding in Costa Rica January
20-30, 2010

The Central American country of
Costa Rica, no larger than West Vir-
ginia, boasts a bird list of over 800
species - more than the United States
and Canada combined.  Monroe
County Environmental Education
Center will be returning to this bio-
logically rich country for another
birding and natural history adven-
ture.

Truly a bird watcher’s paradise,
Costa Rica is famous for its avifauna
that includes 51 species of humming-
birds and over 40 species each of tana-
gers and warblers.  The resplendent
quetzal and scarlet macaw are two
spectacular species that are at the
top of the list of birds to see.   Costa
Rica’s diverse mammal population is
equally exciting.

Environmental Educator Brian
Hardiman will lead this trip sponsored
by MCEEC in conjunction with Caligo
Ventures travel company.  This will
be Brian’s third trip to Costa Rica and
tenth overall to the American trop-
ics.    For more details, contact Brian
at (570) 629-3061 or
bhmccd@ptd.net.

Mulling Mongooses
were Daniel
Shaykevich, Zachary
Joyhnson-Medland and
Kyle Gray.

The highest scoring
teams at the testing sta-
tions were the SIS Mull-
ing Mongooses at the
Animals and Trees sta-
tions, J.T. Lambert In-
termediate School’s To-
matoes at the Ponds sta-
tion, and Clear Run In-
termediate School’s
Hardcore Hyenas at the

Global Warming station.
MCEEC congratulates these

winners and all the teams and
schools in the 2009 Junior
Envirothon.  Participating schools
were: Blue Ridge Home School
Group, Coolbaugh Elementary
Center, Clear Run Elementary
Center, Clear Run Intermediate,

Pocono Elementary Center,
Swiftwater Intermediate, Tobyhanna
Elementary Center, J.T. Lambert In-
termediate, and Pleasant Valley In-
termediate.

A special thank you goes to the
Kettle Creek Environmental Fund for
generously sponsoring all of the
Envirothons.

Silver-throated Tanager
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DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS,

__ NEW           __ RENEWAL
PLEASE SHARE US WITH  A  FRIEND

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE  TAX
DEDUCTIBLE

Monroe County
Environmental Education

Center

DATE _____________

Make check payable to:
Monroe County Conservation District
8050 Running Valley Road
Stroudsburg,  PA  18360

NAME ________________________
ADDRESS _____________________
CITY __________________________
STATE ________     ZIP__________
(If you would like us to e-mail
 your newsletter.)
E-MAIL _______________________

__ Student $      7.50
__ Individual $     10.00
__ Family $     20.00
__ Organization $     50.00
__ Lifetime $   500.00

James Vagliardo & Fam., Stbg
Beatriz Villar/Earl Zablackis, E. Stbg
Donna Conklin, Stbg.
Mr. & Mrs. C. Schaffroth, Sciota
Suzanne Jastrzemski, Effort
Margo Warner, Effort
Frederick & Bonnie Welch, Cndnsis
John S. Potter, Stbg.
Mary Turley, Marshalls Creek
Stacey Guthrie & Fam., Cndnsis
Bill Fish, Marshalls Creek
Paul & Evelyn Smith, Stbg
M/M  Peter Koppenhoefer, Prtlnd
Mary E. Heil, E. Stbg
Davis/ Brown Family, Sthmptn, PA
Christine Mondello & Fam., Wind Gap
Alice Berthel & Fam., Sylsbrg

Patrick Shevlin, Stbg
Margaret Bartolacci Fam., Brdhdsvll
James Andrusko, Poc. Lk
Jean Lynch & Fam., Stbg
Melanie Taylor, Del. Water Gap
Evelyn Neunteufel, Pmptn Plains, NJ
Kelly Bucci & Fam., E. Stbg
Sherwood Butz, Effort
Sandi Denniston & Fam., Sylsbrg
Jen & Gregg Hanson, E. Stbg
Thomas R. Eisler & Fam., Poc. Lk
Diane & Larry Kleinman, Tbyhnn
Michael Nonnemacher Fam., Jim Thrp
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher Lynch, E. Stbg
Marlana Holsten & Fam., E. Stbg
Sandra Martin & Fam., Swftwtr
Aaron & Beth Scheckler, Knkltwn

A Warm Welcome to Our New Members

Wow… warblers, woodpeckers, wildflowers and more.  Spring has sprung, and not only is there a flurry of
wildlife and plant activity at the EE Center but our trails have been filled with school children of all ages.  All of
the programs we have designed for school groups feature hands-on activities that expose students to many
different aspects of the outdoors. We encourage them to get outside and enjoy the area they live in.    For over
30 years the EE Center’s goal of providing quality environmental education programs for people of all ages has
given us the opportunity to work with thousands of people and has, hopefully, had an impact on the overall
quality of Monroe County’s natural environment.  We have caught many a tadpole, collected lots of sap, led
many walks and presented countless slideshow and PowerPoint presentations.  We have witnessed kids start
out at 4 yrs. old in our Kettle Creek for Kids programs and progress up to their attendance at the Monroe County
Conservation Camp.  Many become camp staff, center volunteers and go off to college, some majoring in the
environmental sciences.  We have been supported by loyal members who attend programs, buy bird seed and
volunteer at our events.

As your Monroe County Environmental Education Center we have always been an available resource for
people in our growing county who are working to protect our natural resources.  Please join us in our efforts and
enjoy the beautiful sights and sounds of our natural world.  Explore on your own one of the many areas open
to the public, or sign up for a program on a topic that piques your interest.  We are here to serve you.  Let us know
what we can do to help you discover more of our shared natural world.  We will continue to work hard to provide
quality EE programs for people of all ages.  We hope to see you in the outdoors!

                Monroe County Conservation District Board Members and Staff

The Pocono Avian Research Center and the Monroe County Envi-
ronmental Education Center is once again sponsoring the Great Mon-
roe County Snipe Hunt to be held this year on Saturday, October 3. The
Great Monroe County Snipe Hunt is a 24 hour birding team scavenger
hunt, with each species given a weighted point value, the rarer the bird
the greater it’s worth.  The event begins at 5 pm on Fri., October 2 and
ends at Kettle Creek, Sat. evening at 5 pm. Tally sheets are then scored
and the winning team is awarded the Great Monroe County Snipe
Hunt Trophy, following pizza and salad for all the participants. For
team registration information and official rules contact the EE Center
at (570) 629-3061. All participating team members will receive an
official Snipe Hunt license. Cost: $15/team member.

The Great Monroe County Snipe Hunt is Back!
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2009 Kettle Creek Art
Gallery Schedule

The Kettle Creek Art Gallery dis-
plays artwork with natural themes
by local artists and art groups.
Opening receptions are generally
held on the second Saturday of odd
numbered months from 11am to
1pm unless otherwise noted.*
Opening receptions for art exhib-
its are free and open to the public.

May - June - Narlene Jacobs -
“Narlene and Friends” - Photogra-

Maple Sugaring Season 2009
was a record breaking year in the
sugar bush in many ways. The
weather was great and the sap
flowed throughout the season.  The
staff produced 41.75 gallons of
sweet maple syrup that will be used
for our maple sugaring programs,
breakfast at conservation camp
and on our river trips, door prizes at
our dinners and for our tree spon-
sors.  This is our highest total of
syrup ever produced in our sugar
bush.  We are happy to know that
the maples, which in some cases
have been tapped for over 30 years,
are still doing well.

We also set a record for the num-
ber of tree sponsors.  This year we
had 101 maple tree sponsors who
helped support our programs
through a $25 sponsorship.  All
sponsors received a pint of our
syrup, as well as a certificate and
free admission to our Public Day
program.  This year’s public day
was held the first Saturday in March

2009 Maple Sugaring
Season Surprises

pher Narlene Jacobs is joined by
her friends Leslie Nagy and Linda
Stevenson in presenting original
works. Appreciating the beauty of
their natural surroundings, the
women specialize in nature, travel
and wildlife.  *Opening Reception:
Friday, May 8, 6-8 pm.

July - August - Nancy Hopping -
“Life Around Me” - A bird’s eye
view of wildlife photography.
Nancy gets as close as she can to
her subjects on foot or by kayak.
Watch Nancy demo fly tying at her
reception.  Opening Saturday, July
11.  Artists Reception: Saturday, July
18, 11am - 1pm.

September - October - Nancy
Pitcher - “The Beauty Around Us”
- Nancy has hiked, climbed and
paddled a great deal in the moun-
tains, deserts and rivers.  Through
her travels she has always appreci-
ated the beauty of her natural sur-
roundings.  She now shares that
beauty with her oil and watercolor
paintings.  Opening Reception:
Saturday, September 12, 11am –
1pm.

and the weather was beautiful.  At
the end of the day, 703 people
toured the sugar bush and tasted
our syrup over fresh pancakes.
Many thanks to a dedicated group
of volunteers who must have
flipped several thousand pancakes.

We would like to thank all the
sponsors and volunteers who
helped make the 2009 season a big
success. We look forward to the
2010 season and another banner
year in the sugar bush.  Please plan
on joining us.


