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Backyard Habitats -                                                  
Making Our Yards Compatible with Wildlife 

The Monroe County Conservation 
District (MCCD) will be offering a 
new service to residents in the 
spring of 2012, performing habitat 
assessments of residential proper-
ties and making recommenda-
tions to enhance the wildlife value 
of the site. This backyard habitat 
assessment program is designed 
to offer home owners practical 
suggestions on how to share their 
property with local wildlife by 
mimicking native habitats. This 
may require reduction of area de-
voted to lawn, the removal of ex-
otic ornamental vegetation,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
and the use of native plants that 
provide food and shelter. In addi-
tion, focus will be given to treat-
ing stormwater from impervious 
surfaces such as rooftops and 
driveways as a resource rather 
than a nuisance. Where appropri-
ate and conditions are conducive 

to their establishment, rain gar-
dens as well as rain barrels will be 
recommended as ways to capture 
this valuable resource. 

There are many reasons for taking 
this approach toward residential 
landscaping: its reliance on the 
use of native plants will ensure 
that food chains remain intact; 
smaller lawns will reduce the use 
of artificial chemical fertilizers and 
pesticides; capturing stormwater 
will reduce the impact of impervi-
ous cover on the surrounding wa-
tershed. All of these things have 
the added benefit of helping mini-
mize habitat loss due to land use 
changes and helping the commu-
nities we live in reach that goal of 
ȰÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȱ ÅÃÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ 
culturally, which is the keystone 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ -ÏÎÒÏÅ ΨΦΨΦ 
Comprehensive Plan.  

The intent of this program is to 
restore habitat functions in those 
areas of the county dominated 
with residential communities. In 
order to qualify for this service 
and keep the program affordable 
it is only being offered for proper-
ties of 5 acres or less. There will be 
a sliding scale fee for this service 
depending on property size. Cost: 
$200/2 acres or less, $300/2+ to 5 
acres.  Where property owners 
would like to manage stormwater 
for habitat enhancement, an addi-
tional fee will be assessed de-
pending on the technical assis-
tance required to appropriately 
address the proposed habitat fea-
ture. 

If you are interested in more infor-
mation or would like to discuss 
the possibility of having a Back-
yard Habitat Assessment done on 
your property, please contact 
Darryl Speicher, at 570-629-3061 
or via email: dsmccd@ptd.net.³ 

One of the first Monroe County properties to benefit from the new Backyard Habitat 
Assessment Program. 



Conservation through Education ~ Winter 2011 

2  

KCEF Board Members  

John Woodling, Pres. 

Cherie Morris, Vice-Pres. 

Thomas Felver, Treas. 

Jeffrey Wright, Sec. 

Joseph Bedrick 

Patrick Calpin 

Sharon Carey 

Charles Cilurso 

Jeff Evans 

Tim Fisher, II 

Kara Klaus-Major 

John Reilly 

John J. Riley 

Evelyn Wuest 

Alan Price Young 

Monroe County                   
Conservation District                        

Board of Directors 
Mark Sincavage, Chairperson 

Patrick Ross, Vice-Chairperson 

Richard Person, Treasurer 

 Paul Canevari 

John D. Henry 

Heidi Secord 

Theresa Merli, Commissioner 
 

 Associate Directors 
John Leiser,  Edith Stevens,           

Janet Weidensaul 
 

District Staff  
Craig Todd, District Manager 

 

Orianna Roth Richards,                   
Head Resource Conservationist 

 

Drew K. Wagner, P.E.,                        
Hydraulic Engineer 

 

George J. Boesze, 
Carl J. Meyer, John Motz  

Resource Conservationists                

Victor Motts,  Resource                   
Conservationist Specialist 

 

Patricia Attardo,  
   Watershed  Specialist 

 

Roger Spotts, Environmental         
Education Coordinator 

 
      Karen N. Boyle, Brian Hardiman, 

Jenifer Rituper, Darryl Speicher 
Environmental Educators  

 

Barbara Bistrais,                                    
Administrative Coordinator 

  

Debra Martin & Rebecca Moll 
Office Assistant Seniors                 

 

Harry Price Sr., Groundskeeper 
 

The Board of Directors' monthly 
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KCEF Update 

On behalf of the Kettle Creek En-
vironmental Fund Board, we 
would like to introduce two new 
Board members, Sharon Carey 
and Kara Klaus-Major.  Volunteer-
ing and community service is 
nothing new to Sharon as she has 
participated on numerous com-
mittees and boards including the 
Brodhead Watershed Association, 
Pocono Garden Club, Open Space 
Committee, Meals on Wheels, 
Penn State Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardener, just to name a 
few!   Kara is a Monroe County 
native and the Director at the In-
ternational Sports Training Camp.  
She loves nature, the environ-
ment and knows the importance 
of getting children outdoors.  As 
ÓÈÅ ÐÕÔ ÉÔ Ȱ+ÅÔÔÌÅ #ÒÅÅË ÓÅÅÍÓ ÌÉËÅ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÆÉÔȦȱ   7Å ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ 
to working with them on the 
Board and feel that they offer new 
energy and ideas to help us con-
tinue in our mission of raising 
money to support the capital 
needs and educational programs 
of the Monroe County Environ-
mental Education Center.  Wel-
come!   

The KCEF Board continues to pre-
pare for the 2012 Annual Dinner/
Auction which will be held on Fri-
day, May 18 at Camelback.  This 
will be the 21st edition of this well 
attended fundraiser, and the 
Board is looking forward to an-
other successful event.  Due to 
the success of the Dinner/Auction, 
the 2011 EE Center Wish List was 
funded in its entirety, and a sub-
stantial allocation was made to 
the Endowment Fund.  Thank you 
to all our sponsors, donors and 
bidders for your continued sup-
port. 

Letters of solicitation for sponsor-
ships and monetary donations 
were mailed in November, and 
responses have already started 
coming in.  If you have sugges-
tions for businesses or individuals 
who should be added to the mail-

ing list, please provide the contact 
information to Debbie Martin at 
629-3060 or dmmccd@ptd.net. If 
you are interested in donating an 
item for the auction or raffle table 
please go to our website 
www.mcconservation.org to 
download the donation form.  

Also, remember to use Good 
Search as your internet search en-
gine.  KCEF receives a donation 
every time you use Good Search, 
particularly for on-line shopping.  
)ÔȭÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÇÒÅÁÔ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 
our fundraising efforts. 

The KCEF Board again thanks all 
our contributors for another suc-
cessful year.  We look forward to 
seeing you on May 18 at Camel-
back! ³  

John Woodling, KCEF President 

21st 

 Annual Dinner/Auction                                     
May 18, 2012 

Camelback 

mailto:dmmccd@ptd.net
http://www.mcconservation.org
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NewsôN Notes 

Plastic Recycling Just Got Easier 

The Monroe County Municipal Waste 
-ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ !ÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙȭÓ ÂÌÕÅ ÒÅÃÙȤ
cling bins now accept ALL plastics, 
not just #1 and #2. No more separat-
ing the #1 bottle and its #5 cap or 
the #2 jar and its #4 lid; no more 
reading glasses; no more lamenting 
those large pieces of plastic with no 
numbers or small bits with numbers 
too small to see, even with reading 
glasses. The Authority maintains 
eight drop-off locations in the 
county, which can be found on their 
website, TheWasteAuthority.com. 
And please, no Styrofoam!³ 
 

MCCD Proud 

Patrick Ross, a nine-year veteran of 
the conservation district board of 
directors and vice chairperson since 
2007, is no stranger to awards. In 
2011 alone, Pat was named Citizen of 
the Year by the East Stroudsburg 
Elks Lodge 319 and Outstanding Vol-
unteer Fundraiser by the Pocono 
Chapter of the Association of Fund-
raising Professionals.  

Dr. John K. Leiser, an associate pro-
fessor of biology at Northampton 
Community College and an associate 
director of the conservation district 
since 2009, was named the 2011 
Pennsylvania Professor of the Year 
by The Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education and the Carne-
gie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching. 

 Congratulations, Pat and John! ³ 

 
The Best Things in Life               
!ÒÅÎȭÔ 4ÈÉÎÇÓ 

Most of us understand this at some 
point in our lives, whether brought 
on by spirituality, personal tragedy or 
economic satiation. At this time of 
accelerated gift-giving, consider a 
gift of yourself - your time or talent, a 
home-cooked meal, an honorary do-
nation or a special event tailored to 
ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔȭÓ  ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓȢ )Î ÓÐÉÔÅ ÏÆ 
our material habits, personal gifts are 
appreciated beyond belief, and they 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÐÁÃËÁÇÉÎÇ ÏÒ 

postage. (Reprinted from Conserva-
tion Through Education Winter 2003.)
³ 
 

Upcoming Events at the Penn 
Stater Conference Center, State 
College, Pa. 

February 1-Ϊȟ ΨΦΧΨȢ 0!3!ȭÓ ΨΧst An-
nual Farming for the Future Confer-
ence, Breaking Ground for a New Ag-
riculture: Cultivating Versatility and 
Resilience. This conference is for 
farmers, cooks, consumers, students, 
business and community leaders, 
friends of the environment - in short, 
anyone who cares about their quality 
of life. For more information, visit the 
PASA website at pasafarming.org.³ 

February 24-25, 2012. Keystone 
Coldwater Conference, Responsible 
Land Use: Protecting Habitat and Na-
tive Species. Anyone interested in 
protecting coldwater resources is 
encouraged to attend. Topics include 
riparian buffers, access to water-
ways, and invasive species. The early 
registration fee of $60 ends January 
31, 2012. Go to outreach.psu.edu/
programs/coldwaterconservation for 
more information.³ 

 
(Ï×ȭÓ 4ÈÁÔ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ                   

Out for You? 

After searching for non-rechargeable 
household battery recycling options 
and being told more than once to just 
throw them away, the conservation 
district will be trying a new recycling 
service. We have ordered our post-
age-paid recycling container (size 
large) from a Pennsylvania company 
and expect to fill it before the next 
newsletter goes to press. We are not 
becoming a collection site, but sim-
ply finding an outlet for years of 
spent batteries that we could not 
bear to just throw away. Stay tuned 
for more information.³ 

 

Sounds Like A Deer Story To Me 

There are fish fables and there are 
ÂÅÁÒ ÔÁÌÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÑÕÉÔÅ 
like a deer story to captivate a room 
full of people, especially in Novem-

ber, especially in Pennsylvania. The 
thing about deer stories is that they 
are often not exaggerated but just as 
unbelievable as the others. Now the 
Game Commission offers the tools 
needed to tell the most accurate of 
deer stories. In addition to their You-
Tube video on how to age deer, the 
Game Commission sells a deer 
weight tape for estimating live and 
field-dressed weight and edible 
boneless meat. Visit pgc.state.pa.us 
and click on the YouTube icon or the 
Outdoor Shop, respectively.³ 

)ÔȭÓ Á &ÉÎÅ ,ÉÎÅ 

The line between food and function 
has been blurred as long as we can 
remember. As kids, we made glue 
from flour and water and we at-
tempted to make play dough by add-
ing lots of salt. (It sparkled and dried 
out too quickly.) As addressed in pre-
vious newsletters, we are now mak-
ing fuel from food in the U.S. be-
ÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÆÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÅ 
economic issues are far-reaching and 
the line between food and function 
has gotten even thinner.  

)ÔȭÓ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÑÕÁÎÔÉÔÉÅÓ 
ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÒÓȭ ÍÏÕÔÈÓ 
and quite another to discover benefi-
cial uses for food by-products. For 
example, beet juice has received 
some serious attention as a de-icing 
additive. The liquid, a sticky byprod-
uct of sugar beet processing, is used 
in conjunction with road salt to re-
duce its application rate and further 
decrease the freezing temperature of 
water.  Road crews across the coun-
try have been testing this product 
since 2008, and the feedback has 
been positive for the most part. 
Negative comments relate to the 
color and odor of the beet juice de-
icer, and recent research has indi-
cated that the product contains high 
levels of phosphorus, which has been 
banned in detergents because it 
causes algae growth in streams and 
lakes, robbing them (and the resi-
dent fish) of oxygen. As is often the 
case, the challenge is to select a 
product that balances effectiveness, 
cost and environmental impact. ³ 

http://www.pasafarming.org
http://www.outreach.psu.edu/programs/coldwaterconservation
http://www.outreach.psu.edu/programs/coldwaterconservation
http://www.pgc.state.pa.us
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Pepper in        
the Snow! 

+ÉÄȭÓ .ÉÃÈÅ 0ÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÂÙ %ÁÓÔ 3ÔÒÏÕÄÓÂÕÒÇ 
University Student Maria Phillips 

Z L X Y B A S A W O Z K D D X 

A H E R K T N L I D N F D C D 

U I J A C G V O N G P B O Y Y 

S V W E V L T B T W R E W M C 

U L S W F E Z M E Z W Q O U D 

C N I T Z R S E R Q Z T A P G 

I V O A Z H L L U J E Y A Y C 

T L D Y T F U L Y C F U L N M 

O O L U F G J O N F N B M D O 

P U M A R L N C O Y S A E L F 

S T T K I V O I M D U P B R M 

T C B Y W A U P R A K X M C V 

Y Q W Z D O H L O P Y L A P X 

U R T Y D S N P O J S X M L B 

I C I C L E S S Q V Y J X D I 

Crunch! Crunch! When walking through the 
snow on a sunny day, the snow sparkles and 
shines as you crunch your way through. Look 
down. What do you see? Black spots? Pepper? 
Dirt? Wait! Those black spots are moving! Is 
the sun playing tricks? Or are they really mov-
ing? 

4ÈÏÓÅ ÓÐÏÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÖÉÎÇȦ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ Ȱsnow 
fleasȦȱ &ÌÅÁÓȩȦ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÆÌÅÁÓ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȢ  .Ï 
need to be afraid; they will not bite, or make 
you itchy. They are insects belonging to the 
ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÆÉÃ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÏÆ ȰCollembolaȢȱ 3ÎÏ× ÆÌÅÁÓ 
carry a liquid similar to the one that keeps cars 
from freezing, allowing them to play on the 
snow during sunny winter days. 

4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÅÑÕÉÐÐÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Ô×Ï ȰÔÁÉÌÓȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÌÐ 
them spring into the air. This is why snow 
ÆÌÅÁÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ȰspringtailsȱȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ 
small, only 1/16 of an inch long. Snow fleas 
come in many different colors and do not have 
wings. 

Snow fleas eat decayed or dead trees and 
leaves. They are easy to spot on a warm win-
ter day when they bask in the sun to look for 
some food. Sometimes you can find them on 
iciclesȢ %ÖÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ȰÓÎÏ×ȱ ÆÌÅÁȟ ÔÈÅÙ 
are out without snow on the ground. The 
snow makes them easier to spot, but these 
insects can be seen throughout the year. They 
like to hide in damp environments, like your 
flower pot. They also hide their eggs and 
Ȱnymphsȱ ÕÎÄÅÒÎÅÁÔÈ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ 
full grown and ready to spring into action. 

Once you know snow fleas and their actions, it 
is hard to understand their name.  Not being a 
flea, and being active through-out the year, 
ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ȰÓÐÒÉÎÇÔÁÉÌȱ ÉÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇȦ 

Next time you take a stroll on a sunny winter 
day, impress all your friends and SPOT a snow 
flea!³ 

                         Find the Words in Bold! 


