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2017 Bog Day Celebration - October 15th 
The Bog Preserve Committee, in cooperation with The Nature Con-
servancy and the Environmental Education Center, has scheduled 
an all-day event at the Tannersville Cranberry Bog on Sunday, Oc-
tober 15, 2017. The day will feature a schedule of guided walks 
onto the boardwalk and to other remote areas of the bog. Infor-
mation on the Bog Preserve and The Nature Conservancy will be 
displayed and light refreshments will be served. There is no fee for 
the walks, however, pre-registration is  required. For complete 
details, call the Environmental Education Center at 570-629-3061 
after August 31, 2017 

Orchids of the Tannersville Cranberry Bog 
By Catherine Folio, EdD 

     Orchidaceae is the largest family of plants in the world, totaling 
some thirty thousand species, and representing about 10% of all flowering 
plant species.  Some orchids are flamboyant tropical epiphytes, hanging in 
trees and obtaining water and nutrients from the air.  But most orchids are 
terrestrial, hardy ground-dwellers, which can be found from the tropics to 
the Arctic and everywhere in-between. 
     In North America, the greatest number of orchid species is found in the 
immense habitat diversity of the eastern United States and Canada.  Here, 
topography, soil, peats, moisture, acidity, light exposure and the right tem-
peratures all combine to give terrestrial orchids unique homes.  The Tanners-
ville Cranberry Bog in eastern Pennsylvania is one such home.  
     Three specific orchids have been documented in the bog: Rose Pogonia 
(Pogonia ophioglossoides), Grass-Pink Orchid (Calopogon tuberosus) and White-
Fringed Orchid (Platanthera blephariglottis).  Rose Pogonia, or Snakemouth 
Orchid, is the most striking of the three.  Standing 6-18” high, its single flow-
er has a heavily fringed lip petal in muted yellow surrounded by 
flaming pink.  This hardy orchid is quite common in open sphagnum 
bogs, and wet, peaty meadows from Newfoundland to Minnesota, 
and south to Texas and Florida.  It blooms in late June-early July.   
     The Grass-Pink Orchid is a usual companion to Rose Pogonia in 
bogs.  Of the five species in its genus, Calopogon tuberosus is the only 
one occupying the entire eastern United States.  Like Rose Pogonia, 
Grass-Pink stands between 6 and 18” high, prefers open sphagnum 
bogs and wet meadows, and blossoms mid-June through July with  
4-6 magenta-pink to pink-purple blooms per plant. 
     Grass-Pink is unusual among orchids in having its lip petal on the upper-
most, rather than lowermost, position on the flower.  Like all lip petals, it acts 
as a landing pad for bees.  If a bee is especially heavy, like a bumblebee, it       
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Sunday Walk  

Schedule 
 

May 14, Sunday 

June 11, Sunday 

July 9, Sunday 

August 13, Sunday 

September 17, Sunday 

OCTOBER 15, 2017 

BOG DAY 

 

All walks meet at the  

Tannersville Bog Parking Lot on 

Cherry Lane Road.  

GPS address: 552 Cherry Lane Road,                                 

East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 

Special Bog Programs:  

         May 3, 10, & 17 Wednesdays:  
Birding the Bog 7 am 

Combine one of the most unique natural 

settings with one of the most spectacular 

natural phenomenons and you get a 

morning of migration birding at the Bog.  
 

May 9 Tuesday:  
Full Moon Bog Hike 7 pm 

Explore the bog under the light of a full 

moon. The walk begins at 7:00 pm and 

participants should bring a flashlight.  
 

June 1 & 8 Thursdays:  
Canoe/Kayak Trip 10 am 

Join us on a paddling trip into the Bog 

Preserve on Cranberry Creek. The pro-

gram lasts 3 hours. Participants are        

required to provide their own kayak or    

canoe.  

            September 5 Tuesday:  
Full Moon Hike 6:30 pm 

Explore the bog under the light of a full 

moon. The walk begins at 6:30 pm and 

participants should bring a flashlight.  

 

 

Tannersville Bog Walk 
     Schedule 2017 

 

The Kettle Creek Environmental 
Education Center is proud to  
invite you to attend a guided-

public walk into the unique  
Tannersville Bog.  Along the way, 

our Environmental Educators 
will explain the Bog’s formation, 
its interesting plant and animal 

life, and the role the local      
Preserve Committee and the  

Nature Conservancy play in its 
continued protection.            

Over 2 1/2 hours, we will         
explore the floating boardwalk 

and the surrounding area  
of the Bog. 

 
Public walks are open to anyone, 

and pre-registration  
is required and limited.  

 
PRIVATE TOURS AVAILABLE FOR  

ORGANIZATIONS AND  
SCHOOL GROUPS   

upon request.  
Call 570-629-3061 for  

available dates and times. 

Bog Walks 

Weekly Wednesday Walks:  

10 am May 31 through September 13 

1 pm September 20 through November 1 
 

Sunday Walks:    1 pm   (See list below for dates) 

Our office is open  
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on most Saturdays 

to take registrations, provide directions, or answer your questions.  You may 

also visit our website for directions and details.  

Please call our office at  
570-629-3061 for directions  

and to pre-register.  

TIPS 
 > Wear comfortable, closed-

toed 
    shoes or sneakers > Bring water > Rain or Shine (Raincoats are  

    preferred instead of umbrel-
las) 
> If you use bug spray, please  
   apply before your arrival 

Kettle Creek Environmental Education Center 
8050 Running Valley Road, Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

   570-629-3061     •     www.mcconservation.org 

COST 

$6/Non-Members 

$4/Nature Conservancy, 

 E.E. Center Members, and  

Children under 12 years old. 

NATURE CONSERVANCY MEMBERSHIP 

Yes!  I want to help preserve Pennsylvania’s natural treasures, including the Tannersville Cranberry Bog.   

 If  you contribute $10 or more, you’ll also receive The Nature Conservancy’s award-winning magazine with 

 news of conservation throughout the world. Thank you for your gift! For more information, call 570-643-7922.  

 Name            _________ 

 Address    ___________________________________________________________ 

 City   _______________________________  State   ___________  Zip__________ 

 Phone (H) ________________________ (W) ____________________________   

 Enclosed is my gift of:  $ _____________ 

 Email:  _________________________________(include to receive information on local conservation progress and special events)  

Please send your check to:  The Nature Conservancy, P.O. Box 55, Long Pond, PA 18334  
2015 

Address for Bog Parking Lot 
To the Bog Parking Area: 552 Cherry Lane Road, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301 

 

The Nature Conservancy 
   The Nature Conservancy is an international non-profit organization dedicated to protecting the lands 

and waters on which all life depends. Since 1951, The Nature Conservancy has protected more than 15 mil-
lion acres of natural lands and waters in the United States and more than 117 million acres and 5,000 river 
miles throughout the world.  The Nature Conservancy’s efforts are supported by nearly one million mem-

bers, including 33,000 Pennsylvanians.  Check out TNC’s events: www.nature.org/paevents 
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Continued from Page 1 
bends the hinged lip petal downwards, brushing against the sticky pollen column.  Drenched with pollen, 
the bee then visits the next flower to complete the pollination process. 
     White-Fringed Orchid is the tallest of the three in the bog, standing 1’ to 2.5’.  Its flower cluster is a large 
6 – 7” spike of pure white or creamy-white flowers.  The lip petal is oblong with a finely fringed edge.  A 
spur erupts from the bottom of the flower, exceptionally long at 1”.  It blooms mid-July through mid-
August.   
     According to Keenan, hardy ground orchids are extremely adaptable as a group but require very specific 
environmental conditions, including an association with certain mycorrhizal fungi.  
Orchid seeds do not germinate and complete their growth without this symbiotic 
relationship in which the fungus provides nutrients to the orchid in its nutrient-
poor habitat in the bog.  Orchid seeds are also dust-sized, providing little food 
storage to the sprouting seed itself, so the fungus provides the food to nourish the 
seedling. The relationship with the mycorrhizal fungi explains why greenhouse 
propagation of orchids from seed is very difficult, and why most terrestrial or-
chids die when removed from the wild. 
     Such hardy ground orchids thus require protection, both for themselves and 
their specialized habitats.  The Tannersville Cranberry Bog and other such bogs 
are refuges for the beautiful legacy of terrestrial orchids and other very special 
plants. 
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