Welcome to the Common Weeds of Monroe County!
While this list of common weeds is by no means all inclusive, these are some of the
common weeds that most can find growing wildly throughout the fields in Monroe
County. This is a running list so please check back regularly to see what has been added. If there are additional plants that you would like to see on this list that you commonly find on your property, please contact us and we will make sure to get them on
our site.
For a more extensive list of common weeds in our area, please check out some of these
resources:

Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide (Lawrence Newcomb)
Peterson Filed Guide to Wildflowers (Roger Tory Perston)
Weeds of the Northeast (Uva, Neal, DiTomaso)
http://extension.psu.edu/pests/weeds/invasive-plants
www.plants.usda.gov
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/plants/invasiveplants/invasivesearch/index.htm

Henbit
Non-native

Lamium amplexicaule

Henbit and Purple Deadnettle are in the same
family and look very similar. The best way to tell
them apart is by noticing how the leaves on the
Henbit are more round where the leaves on the
purple deadnettle are triangular (see next page).

Purple Deadnettle

Lamium purpureum

Non-native

Purple Deadnettle is one of the early
spring greens that like to pop up when
there is very little competition. Though
henbit and deadnettle resemble those in
the nettle family,
they are actually
unrelated to true
nettles and have
no sting, making
them "dead”. Both
henbit and deadnettle are edible.

Oxeye Daisy

Leucanthemum vulgare

Non-native (invasive)

Though this plant has an aesthetically pleasing
look, it can become quite a nuisance weed in
pastures and crop fields because of its ability
to produce as many as 26,000 seeds per plant
and its ability to spread underground through
rhizomes.

Dame’s Rocket
Non-native (Invasive)

Hesperis matronalis

Dame’s Rocket is one of the more attractive and
fragrant flowers of spring. You’ll see blossoms in
colors of white, lavender and purple. Though
attractive, it is every bit as invasive and difficult to
remove as its cousin, garlic mustard.

Garlic Mustard

Alliaria petiolata

Non-native (Invasive)

Garlic Mustard was considered a desirable plant in
Europe and was used for food and medicinal purposes. When it
was introduced in
the US, it ran
rampant, and has
now become one
of the more difficult plants to
eradicate.

Poke Weed
Native

Phytolacca americana

The American Poke Weed is easy to identify in the
latter part of spring and summer when its berries
are fully ripened. This plant stands at an impressive
8’ tall and though is a great food source of song
birds and small
mammals, it is not
recommended for
human consumption.

Crown Vetch

Securigera varia

Non-native (Invasive)

Though Crow Vetch is listed as an invasive
species, Penn State Extension does not necessarily see it as such. It does not grow rapidly nor is it
very competitive. However, once established, it
typically grows in mats and could be competition
to native
species.

Jimson Weed
Non-native

Datura stramonium

Jimson Weed goes by many names including Devil’s
Trumpet, Hell’s Bells and Common Thorn Apple.
When used appropriately, this plant could be used
for medicinal purposes but also has the capability to
cause hallucinations so proper
preparation is
vital.

Deptford Pink

Dianthus armeria

Non-native

Deptford Pinks are attractive, tiny flowers. The flowers
attract many insects including bees, butterflies and have
even been known to attract humming birds. The ends of
the petals are toothed and typically have little white
spots throughout the flower.

Chicory
Non-native

Cichorium intybus

Chicory is an abundant wild flower that is commonly
found on roadsides and highways. Like its close relatives, dandelions, lettuce and sunflowers, it is edible.
Its roots and leaves are known to be an excellent
source of essential
vitamins which include vitamins C,
B6, manganese, selenium, potassium,
and phosphorous.

Canada Thistle

Cirsium arvense

Non- native (Invasive)

Despite its common name, Canada thistle is actually a native plant of Europe and is in the
same family as asters and artichokes. Though it
has been added to the list noxious plants in PA,
some would argue that when properly prepared, the stem, roots and leaves are all edible.

Bull Thistle
Non- native (Invasive)

Cirsium vulgara

Bull thistle, unlike Canada thistle, does not
have the capability to spread by root fragments, only by seed. You can differentiate
Bull Thistle from Canada Thistle by the
deeply cut leaf lobes found on the Bull
Thistle.

White Clover

Trifolium repens

Non-native

White Clover is one of the easiest clovers to
identify. You can identify this plant by the
white flower that is produced in late spring.
Another distinguishing factor is the white “C
-like” pattern that is at the center of each
leaf. White clover is widely accepted as an
excellent forage for all kinds of livestock and
can also provide numerous health benefits
for humans as well.

Red Clover
Non-native

Trifolium pratense

Red clover is a high quality forage that is commonly used for hay silage. It is easily identified
by the pink-reddish flower produced in the late
spring. Another way to distinguish this clover
from the others is by the white, V-shape markings found on its leaves. Red clover can also provide numerous health benefits to humans when
consumed.

Alsike Clover

Trifolium hybridum

Non-native

Alsike Clover is another clover typically
planted as a forage species. However, it
is not recommended for horse pastures
as it is known to be toxic. Alsike clover
looks similar to white clover expect for
the pink underside of the flower and the
lack of the
white C-like
markings on
the leaves.

