








































 

 



2 

Background 

1972 – Tunkhannock Creek basin designated 

Cold Water Fishes and as a Conservation 

Area 

 

Conservation Area – Waters used within and 

suitable for the maintenance of an area now 

or in the future to be kept in a relatively 

primitive condition. 
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Background 

1979 – Conservation Areas were converted 

to High Quality – Cold Water Fishes 

 

2009 – Migratory Fishes designation added 

to the entire Atlantic slope basin 

 

Currently – Tunkhannock Creek is 

designated High Quality – Cold Water Fishes, 

Migratory Fishes (HQ-CWF, MF) 
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High Quality – Cold Water Fishes, Migratory Fishes 



5 

Petition for Redesignation 

March 2, 2005 - Petition was received 

and accepted for study by 

Environmental Quality Board (EQB) 

 

April 2012 – PA DEP Field Surveys 
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Redesignation Evaluation Results 
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Redesignation Evaluation Results 



Rt. 903

I - 80

RT. 115

U
N

T
04

39
8

U
N

T
0
4
3
9
2

UNT04391

Roads

EV - Biologically Qualified Waters

! ! EV - Outstanding State Resource Waters

EV - Exceptional Ecologically Sig. Waters

HQ-CWF

Bethlehem Authority Properties

Managed Land

Tunkhannock Basin

UNT 04388

UNT 04393

Carbon County

Monroe County

State Game Lands 38

Weiser State Forest

State Game Lands 129

The Nature 
Conservancy

The Nature 
Conservancy

The Nature Conservancy

The Nature Conservancy

Tob
yh

ann
a

C
re

ek

! ! !! !

Tunkhannock Creek

Mud Pond Run

To
b
yh

a
n
n
a
 C

re
e
k

8 

Redesignation Evaluation Results 
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Process 

• A report is drafted 

• The draft report is made available to petitioner, and stakeholders for review 

and comment 

• Tunkhannock Creek Draft Report comment period will be extended until 

August 1, 2017 

• PA DEP incorporates the final report into a stream redesignation package for 

EQB to accept for proposed regulatory changes 

• Published as a proposed regulation change 

• Public comment period 

• PA DEP presents to EQB as Final Regulation Change 

• Final recommendation is forwarded to Independent Regulatory Review 

Commission (IRRC) where comments can be sent prior to a scheduled public 

meeting. 

• Published as a Final Regulation change 



Implementation of Designated Use Changes 

• An anti-degradation analysis is done every time PA 
DEP issues a permit or authorizes an activity 

• NPDES permit bases effluent limitations on either the 
designated or existing use of the stream, whichever is 
more protective. 

• Permit conditions designed to assure: 
o WQ criteria are achieved 
o DU’s & EU’s are protected 

• New & expanded dischargers are required to treat 
the effluent according to WQ criteria associated with 
EU’s and revised DU’s. 



High Quality vs Exceptional Value 

Point Source Permitting for New and/or 
Expanded Discharges 

• Nondischarge alternatives must be evaluated for 
both HQ and EV 

• If Nondischarge alternative is not possible, a non-
degrading discharge option must be implemented 
using best available technologies (ABACT) unless 
social and economic justification (SEJ) is approved. 

• SEJ can be evaluated in HQ but not EV waters. ABACT 
must be used where SEJ is approved to the extent 
practical.  
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High Quality vs Exceptional Value 

Discharges in existence prior to the HQ or EV 
designation are “grandfathered” and considered to be 
part of the existing quality of the waterbody. 
“Grandfathered” flows are not subject to “the 
non-discharge alternatives/use of best technologies 
analysis” for as long as the quality and quantity of the 
discharge remains unchanged.  
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High Quality vs Exceptional Value 

Chapter 102 Erosion and Sediment Pollution 
Control Permitting 

• Individual permit required for both HQ and EV 

• Nondischarge alternatives must be evaluated 
for storm water discharges in both HQ and EV 

• Best Management Practices (BMPs) become 
more stringent.  Example – BMPs with high 
sediment removal efficiencies are now 
required vs. low or moderate (HQ). 
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High Quality vs Exceptional Value 

Chapter 105 Water Obstructions, Encroachments 
and Wetlands 

• Individual permit required for EV 

• An EV stream designation qualifies wetlands 
located in or along the floodplain and the 
floodplain of streams tributary thereto as 
Exceptional Value Wetlands 
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Exceptional Value Wetlands 

DEP will not grant a chapter 105 permit unless: 

• The encroachment or obstruction will not have an 
adverse impact on the wetland 

• The project is water dependent 

• There is no practicable alternative 

• The project will not cause a violation of Water 
Quality Standards 

• The project will not result in impairment of EV 
wetland 

• The applicant shall replace affected wetlands 
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Contact Info 

Michael (Josh) Lookenbill 

Department of Environmental Protection 

Bureau of Clean Water 

11th Floor, Rachel Carson State Office Building 

P.O. Box 8774, Harrisburg 17105-8774 

717-787-9637   FAX 717-772-3249 

 

mlookenbil@pa.gov 
























































































































